106	10.  Story of the Tenth Statuette — SR, MR
all wasted away with the plague of leprosy, said to the king after
reciting a blessing: " O king, the king verily is appointed to take the
place of mother and father to the brahmanhood. And it is said:
4.	The king is a kinsman to those who have no kin, an eye to
those who have no eyes; the king is both a father and a mother,
and the king is a savior from distress and a guru [or, 6 a guru to
save from distress '].
Thus you save all people from distress. Now my body is being wasted
away with this plague, and because of the wasting of my body my re-
ligious practices have also been ended. For in every religious perform-
ance the body is the first requisite of all. And it is said:
5.	The firewood and the sacred kuga-grass for the sacrifice are
easy to obtain;  the waters also are sufficient for you to perform
the ritual bath;   by your own power you may easily engage in
ascetic practices; but the body, I say, is the prime requisite for
religious performances.
So do you bring it about that this my body shall be free from disease
and that it may be useful for religious acts." Hearing the brahman's
words the king gave him that fruit. Then the brahman was greatly
pleased, and went to his own abode; and the king went to his palace.
Having told this story the statue said to King Bhoja: " O king, if
such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this throne."
And hearing this the king was silent.
Here ends the tenth story
metbical becbnsion op 10	[This, in mss. of MR, is 11
When the king, possest of the brilliant majesty of Indra, again desired to mount
Indra*s throne, a statue's voice was heard in the same way: " If such be your mag-
nanimity, O king, then be eager to ascend this throne; not otherwise,
In olden time, when King Vikramaditya was ruling the earth, a certain philosopher
came from another country to Ujjayinl. He was skilled in the totality of the arts,
familiar with the Vedas, and well-acquainted with places of pilgrimage; he was learned
in the Three Books of astronomy [Jyot&sastra], and a knower of medical practice
and the science of fevers. The king heard of his fame by rumor, and thought: " If
he will come into my presence, he is a hypocrite and not purged of desire." Being
anxious to find this out, he commanded some men to call him. And the great man,
tho summoned with homage by the king's servants, because he was free from desire
[or perhaps: * because he wandered about at his own sweet will5], would not come to
the king's house. Then the king went himself to see the ascetic, bringing !Mm a pres-
ent, and politely saluted him. And whatever the king askt of h*™ in the course of their
conversation, the ascetic explained every doubtful point. Consideration of the knowl-

